JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
short story. She said she would send me a play of hers to read.
It arrived to-day. I liked old Gosse again. He is, anyhow,
educated.
Yacht Club, London, Saturday, May igth.
I was looking out of the drawing-room window at M.'s flat
yesterday morning when I saw two buses go along, and then
two more.   And then, after about 5 minutes, 2 more.   I said :
" The bus strike is over ! "   It was.   It had begun on Sunda}'.
Lunch at Reform. Wells came up here for tea. It was
while talking to him that I had the idea of transferring the
scene of my French cocotte novel from Paris to London, a
vastly better idea, full of possibilities. H. G. certainly liked
the idea.
Yacht Club, London, Friday, May
I returned to London Tuesday. Squire and Desmond McCarthy
lunched with me at the Reform. At night, after writing the
Sardonyx1 article I went to Russian concert at Russian Exhi-
bition, and it was very good. The pianissimos of the Balalaika
Orchestra were marvellous, especially with music like Borodin's.
On the other hand I had little use for Tchaikowsky's ' Grand
Trio ' (A minor). Place pretty full.
But the chief thing yesterday was that I began on my novel
about the French cocotte, with gusto.
Thorpe-le-Soken, Friday, June isf.
Last Sunday my 5oth birthday.   Twelve people to dinner.
I went to London on Wednesday. Eliz. Asquith and J. C.
Squire lunched with me at Ristorante del Commercio, Frith St.
She certainly does amuse, but she is too professional over it,
and she is a bad listener. Very neat.
Thursday, lunch at Reform with Ross, Donald, and Bennett 2
of Truth. Went to Philharmonic Hall to see the " Intolerance "
film. A stupendous affair — I mean the Babylonian scenes.
They were indeed staggering. But the modern story, though
it contained some good rough satire on women social reformers,
was very crude — even to an auto racing a train 1 A most
fatiguing 3-hour affair.
To-day lunch given by Davray to M. Helmer, an avocat of
1 In the New Statesman.
* R. A, Bennett, assistant editor 1889-1909, when he became editor.
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